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Religious Studies Learning Assessment Rubric

	Goal
	Outcome
	Level 1

(inadequate)
	Level 2

(needs improvement)
	Level 3

(adequate)
	Level 4

(exceeds expectations)

	1. general knowledge of religions and methodologies for studying religion
	a) ability to engage in a humanistic study of religion  
	The paper seems entirely unaware of the distinction between the humanistic study  of religion and theology.
	Paper shows some awareness of the difference between the humanistic study of religion and theology, but regularly blurs them in practice.
	Paper  shows a clear understanding of the diff. between the humanistic study of religion and theology , and rarely blurs them in practice.
	Paper is entirely consistent as a humanistic study of religion.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. in-depth knowledge of one area in religious studies
	a) breadth and depth of knowledge
	Paper shows little knowledge of content area.
	Paper shows some knowledge of content area
	Paper shows substantial  knowledge in content area
	Paper shows remarkable  knowledge in both content area and cognate areas.

	
	b) accurate information
	Information in the paper is frequently inaccurate.
	Information in the paper is sometimes inaccurate.
	Information in the paper is rarely inaccurate.
	Information in the paper is always accurate.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. ability to do research in an area of religious studies 
	a) ability to locate and understand appropriately academic sources
	Little or no appropriately academic literature is integrated into the paper.
	Some appropriately academic secondary literature is integrated into the paper
	The paper situates itself clearly in relation to past academic study of the topic. 
	The paper shows a thorough familiarity with and understanding of prior studies of its topic.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Ability to write about religion with precision and clarity
	a) focus on information pertinent to the subject
	Paper contains information that is marginally relevant to both the task and the knowledge base required to complete it.
	Paper contains information that is moderately relevant to both the task and the knowledge base required to complete it.
	Paper contains information that is mainly relevant to both the task and the knowledge base required to complete it.
	Paper contains information that is extremely and consistently relevant to both the task and the knowledge base required to complete it.

	
	b) clarity of expression
	Paper seldom presents information in a clear manner.
	Paper sometimes presents information in a clear manner.
	Paper usually presents information in a clear manner.
	Paper always presents information in a clear manner.

	
	c) proper grammar/spelling
	Grammatical/spelling errors occur regularly.
	Grammatical/spelling errors sometimes occur.
	Grammatical/spelling errors rarely occur.
	Paper is free of errors in grammar and spelling.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. ability to think critically and independently about religion
	a) articulation of clear, precise thesis
	Paper has no discernible thesis.
	Paper has either buried or non-controversial thesis.


	Paper has clearly articulated & appropriately specific thesis.
	Paper has a clearly articulated and genuinely novel thesis.

	
	b) claims supported with evidence
	Paper frequently makes claims without providing supporting evidence.
	Paper sometimes makes claims without providing supporting evidence.
	Paper rarely makes claims without providing supporting evidence. 
	The paper makes no substantial claims that are not supported by evidence.


